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Town Tree By-law Update and Grey County Forest
Management By-law Update Open House: Why are we here?
• Council is considering updating Municipal Tree Preservation By-law 2010-68
• Town is also investigating potential policy avenues to further the direction of the Official
Plan related to tree canopy enhancement and preservation in the Community
• County of Grey is also initiating public consultation for an update to the County of Grey
Forest Management By-law
• Opportunity for Town and County to coordinate efforts to ensure synergy between the Town
and County By-laws (i.e., no duplication and no gaps)
• No detailed revisions are currently proposed to Municipal Tree Preservation By-law 201068. Comments and questions received at the Open House and through the Public Survey will
help to guide any future policies or By-law updates
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Municipal Tree Preservation By-law: What happened in
2019?
• Bill 68, Modernizing Ontario’s Municipal Legislation Act, 2016, and Public Concerns
• Council directed Staff to implement ‘stop-gap’ revisions to By-law 2010-68
• Comments received from the public prompted further consideration of the ‘stop-gap’
approach by Council
• ‘Stop-gap’ revisions are no longer being considered. This Open House is the initial stage of
the public consultation process related to the development of comprehensive tree canopy
policies and potential by-law updates
• No detailed revisions are currently proposed to Municipal Tree Preservation By-law 201068. Comments and questions received at the Open House will help to guide any future
policies or By-law updates.
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Current Regulations in the Town of The Blue
Mountains: Who is involved?
• Multi-jurisdictional regulations are currently in place including:
•
•
•
•
•

The Federal Government (i.e. Species at Risk Act, Migratory Birds Convention Act, etc.)
The Niagara Escarpment Commission in areas of Development Control of the Niagara Escarpment Plan
Conservation Authorities under Ontario Regulation 151/06
The County of Grey Forest Management By-law
The Town of The Blue Mountains Tree Preservation By-law 2010-68

• Staff from the County, Town, and Niagara Escarpment Commission are in attendance to
provide further information and answer any questions about their respective rules and
processes
• The Town of The Blue Mountains Sustainability Committee
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Town of The Blue Mountains: Current Municipal Tree
Protection and Enhancement Policies and By-laws
• Sustainable Path, 2010 – establishes goals for environmental stewardship and natural heritage
and sustainability (to be updated in 2021)
• Official Plan Policies under Section D8.2.
• Zoning By-law 2018-65 General Provision 4.27, entitled Planting Strip Requirements
• Community Design Guidelines
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Town of The Blue Mountains: Current Municipal Tree
Protection and Enhancement Policies and By-laws

• Municipal Tree Preservation By-law 2010-68
• Currently applicable to:

• any tree located on land owned, controlled, or managed by the Municipality or the County of Grey or any local board
thereof
• Private lands subject to an Agreement with the Town OR are located on lands where a tree preservation plan has been
submitted

• Includes exemptions such as:

• the maintenance of a tree in accordance with good arboriculture practice
• the removal of a dead, diseased or hazardous tree when certified as such by an individual designated or approved by the
Director
• a tree on land covered by a woodlands management plan approved by a forestry consultant and
• Destruction of trees occurring as an integral component of an active farm operation
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Town of The Blue Mountains: Other Current Initiatives
• Nursery at the golf course for internal Town use
• Hazard and diseased tree removal along Georgian Trail
• Replanting along Georgian Trail utilizing GSCA nursery stock
• Formerly participated in TD Green Streets program planting trees throughout the Town
• Working relationship with Tree Trust – Currently 2 trees designated on Town Land, more
planned in 2021 and beyond
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FAQ’s

1. Why is the Town seeking to updates to the By-law? Is this just a ‘Cash-Grab’ for the Municipality?
• This exercise has been initiated at the direction of Council as a result of:
• Direction of the Goals and Objectives of the Sustainable Path and Official Plan
• Public concern regarding unauthorized tree clearing
• Bill 68 Modernizing Ontario’s Municipal Legislation Act, 2016, and County By-law Update provides an

ideal opportunity to initiate the exercise in a coordinated effort with the County of Grey

2. What impact would an update to the Town’s Tree By-law/policies have on the Agricultural Community?
• The Town does not intend to regulate or otherwise fetter tree removal that is necessary as part of a normal
farm practice. At minimum, the current exemption for farm practices would be carried forward in any updated
By-law.
3. Will the Municipal By-law duplicate efforts and regulations of other authorities having jurisdiction?
• As per the Municipal Act, a Municipal By-law may not duplicate efforts or otherwise regulate matters under
jurisdiction of another government body. Any resulting Municipal By-law would be designed to ‘fill the gaps’,
of other jurisdictional regulations, where deemed necessary and appropriate by Council
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Town of The Blue Mountains: Next Steps
• Public Survey – March 25, 2021, until May 14, 2021 (available on Bang the Table)
• Staff to compile and review notes and provide a Summary Report to Council
• Public Meeting to gain additional public comments in order to refine any proposed policies
or by-law updates.
• Recommendation Report – Draft Policies and/or By-law Updates
• Presentation to Council
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